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Overview 
This program for Lead-in-Water was developed to reduce the potential for exposure to lead in 
water and to comply with Minnesota Statute 121A.335, Lead in School Drinking Water. 

Background 
Lead is a heavy metal that usually enters water through distribution systems, including pipes, 
solder, fixtures, and valves.  When ingested, it can interfere with brain development and lead to 
other health problems, especially in young children.  Lead levels may increase when water sits 
undisturbed in plumbing systems.  ISD 199 has developed a routine testing program intended to 
identify the presence of lead in water, and to reduce levels of lead to no more than the action 
level of 20 parts per billion, as published by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  This 
program consists of periodic testing, following the protocol established by the Minnesota De-
partment of Health and the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Water Testing 
Schools in Minnesota are required to test all potable water sources for lead every five years.  
The sampling program created by the district is based on the protocol established by the Min-
nesota Department of Health and the Minnesota Department of Education, and it consists of 
three main components: 

1.)  Sampling Strategy.  The sampling strategy is subdivided into several components: 

 •  Selection of drinking water taps for sampling.  A drinking water faucet or tap is the 
point of access for people to obtain water for drinking or food preparation.  A faucet or tap 
can be a fixture, faucet, drinking fountain, or water cooler.  Drinking water taps do not typ-
ically include bathroom taps, hose bibs, laboratory faucets, kitchen handwashing sinks, 
custodial sinks, or other taps that are not meant for drinking.  The district has installed 
water fountains specifically designed for bottles, which eliminates the need to use sinks 
that may not be meant for drinking water to fill tall bottles. 

 •  Sampling schedule.  The district tests all potable water sources at least once every 
five years, per Minnesota statute. 

 •  Analysis by an accredited laboratory.  The district uses the analytical services of third-
party, nationally-accredited laboratories only, and maintains the proper chain-of-custody 
procedures established by those laboratories. 

2.)  Sampling Method.  The district uses the “first draw” sampling method for cold water taps es-
tablished by the Minnesota Department of Health, which follows this procedure: 

 •  Taps are not used for at least 6 hours, and no more than 18 hours, before sampling.  
This gives the water in the taps enough time to accumulate lead, if present, so that it can 
be identified in the sample. 

 •  Aerators and other attachments are not removed. 

 •  Samples are collected in a 250ml bottle, and samples are collected closest to where 
water enters the building so that no inadvertent flushing occurs. 

 •  Samples are sent to or dropped-off at the accredited laboratory before the sample 
expiration date. 

3.)  Communication of Results.  Schools are required to make the results of testing available to 
the public for review, and must notify parents of the availability of the information.  The purpose 
of this requirement is to provide a process for staff, students, and parents to address questions, 
report results, and provide ongoing, up-to-date information regarding sampling efforts.  This 
notification is accomplished by posting a notice on the district’s website, which is the Minnesota 



Department of Health’s preferred method.  Community members without internet access may 
request results by contacting the Health and Safety Coordinator. 

Remediation & Maintenance 
A lead-in-water concentration of less than or equal to 20 parts-per-billion is the current standard 
considered acceptable by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.  Potable water 
sources found to have higher levels are retested, and if the level still exceeds 20ppb, they are 
taken out of service or replaced. 

In addition, it is recommended to flush potable water outlets following any two-week or longer 
break in school, particularly at the beginning of school each fall. 

Recordkeeping 
Water testing reports are available for review in the Health and Safety Coordinator’s office.


